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\ -Ueru attempted to befog the lnirne-

iliate issues by proposing that lib
amendment should not bo read until
such time as he might direct. 1 inmediatelythe electrified ait- began to

rumble as .Mr. flrifllth Jumped to his
t'cet and shouted:

"le my tongue to be tied and the
Irish people lo be kept again in dark-
ttess

<. rif 111 la Aruuiri Applause.
When the Speaker declared against

2iir. dc Vulera .Mr. i.rtffith proc< eded b>
deliver a powerful, lucid address, moving
lor ratification of the Liondon settlement.lie brushed aside Idealism withoutattempting to racur.dila it with the
tv; oment, but ho strongly defended the
smphi-ahllltv of the term- f
"Wo were cent to London to niakr a

bargain reconcilable with Irish aspirations,"he said. "1 hold that we have
uotie it."

Mr. Griffith stirred the members most
when lie cried: "it is on a quibbling of,
nords that Ireland is asked to throw
uway this treaty and go back to war.
This is the first treaty since 117- that
Tvnglund and Ireland have signed on an

equal footing. We have brought back
the evacuation of Ireland by the Crown
lorces and the right to organize our own

itrniy."
This brought the house to its feet in

b tieincndous wave of applause.
Commandant John .J. McKtown. "the

blacksmith," one of the most darint of
the army leaders, seconded Mr. Griff *.h's
motion, declaring "the Irish people want
.substance not shadow," hut his rich
brogue had scarcely ceased to ' -ho
when Mr. de Valera sprang to his feet
and in a long, forceful speech condemned
the treaty us "signing away Irish free
<dom." He declared that rather than
sign a document whlcll would gtv tlio
British authority in Ireland, they would
be ready to "go into slavery until
Almighty Ood blotted out the tyrants."

lie emphasized hia mistrust of the
British and told the Assembly they
might sneer at the words in the treaty,
but that t'»«» words meant something.
Idke >Mr. Griffith, he went into the past
and taiil that by acceptance of the
treaty they would transgress Parnell's
Words that no man has a right to set
boirtidarles to the onward march of a

nation. He provoked great enthusiasm,
but while the cheers for him were as

loud, the volume of voices was not as

apparent as that which greeted Mr.
Criflith.

Michael Collins spoke for less than
half an hour but he had a great effect
©:i the Ball, especially when answering
the charge that the English had buffed
the Irish delegates, shouted:
"The Critish put up a pretty big bluff

in Ireland these last few yearn and 1
didn't break dow n before that."

llo dramatically emphasized that rejectionof the treaty meant the adoption
of a policy of war until England was j
ben I »>n and asked:

"Art! we going tu keep ourselves in
Slavery forever in order to maintain an

impossible light?"
The feeling here to-night is that the

day. with all its fireworks, has no'
greatly changed the voting prospects,
ami predictions that the treaty will be
ratified continue general.
Some thing of the DaJl's temper was!

shown when a woman member offered
a resolution that the press represents-

agree to report the speeches vcr-
bcitim or be forced stay away. The'
point was adjusted by the suggestion
that Desmond Fitzgerald. Sinn Fein
(Minister of Propaganda, consult the
newspaper correspondents, which lie attemptedto do, but the writers from all
sountries here refused any dictation.

STRENGTH OF OPPOSING
FORCES UNDERMINED

Evaders Cannot Forecast Out'
come of Treaty Debate.

Di bli.v, Dec. Iff (Associated Pre«»).
Immediately after adjournment the

correspondent interviewed four prominent
Sinn Fclners.Deputy Ditfgan, Mrs.

Sheehy Skeffingrton, Tom Johnson, sec-

retary of tlie Irish Liberal movement,
and Col. Maurice Moore. All of them
declared It was Impossible to make any
estimate of the relative strength of those
favoring and those opposing the treaty
or to hazard a giv. ss as to which side
would eventually gain a majority.
An outstanding feature to-day was the

attempt by the delegates to the London
conference to deprive Mr. De Valera of
bis claim of adherence to the republican
principle by demanding the publication
of his plan for an alternative settle-
inent, -which It was revealed had been
submitted at last week's private see-

sions of the Dajh The argument xvas

that the nation had a right to know
what were the two policies they were

expected to decide upon, and that as

a matter of fact, neither was republl-
can.

Mr. V>o Valera resisted publication of
his alternative plan, explaining that it
was put forward only hi an attempt to
K'cur** unanimity In the Dall Elreann,
and was now irrelevant. He promised.
however, at a later stage, to Indicate In
his own way the alternative proposal.
Tho division In the Sinn Fein Parliamentcuts across all ordinary lln»s. It

Is not a case, as to-day's proceedings
clearly showed, of the Irish army airayednxalnst civilians, for notable
army leaders were found both for and
against tho treat:.
The main objections to the treaty re-

V eftled in the speeches of Mr. Dp Valera
* nd Krskine Lhllders were the absorb*1
tion of Ireland in the British F.-npire.,
1 lie b^'ief in continued British control
through the. Oovernor-Oeneral and militaryand naval control.

The women members of the Sinn FMn
parliament. were to n large extent! I
against the treaty, and on appeal Wat
frequently made durluv the private sessionsto the memory of the dead. This

* countered to-day by Deputy Hlyglnr,
v ho ealled attention to the men who J
hnd daily risked their lives and were
Toting now for peace
The biggest oratorleal efioit of the

day was that of Mr. Collins, whose
speech w-aa directed toward Justifying
his signature, and was especially notable
for the importance lie attached to the
opportunity given bi ?h- nttr constitutionfor developing Irish resources
and preventing furfher penetration by
England Into Irish business through the
acquisition of Irish hanks, railways,!
ettpu'ng and factories.

frt'diin lie fen lis Trinity.
""hta treaty," declared Collins, was

not signed under tile personal Intimidationof any delegate." The people, he
s'jld. did not understand the immense
potvera the treat} had given the Irish
people. Irish aspirations were satisfied
with security and freedom, and tin ! >movalof the lliltlsh army was proof
that the national principles had hern
established, he argued.

Ac to thi damsnJ for rr ognltlon of
fhc republic by < It eat llrltule tlie Minis
V ».f'Finance deelnred that If nil cone#r»ledhad taken a stand for recognitionof the republic as a prelude to the

V i aoference In tendon the tn'iribers ofA- \ tlie Dall should in in adyl\ > nnce. "and there would have been no
A | conference."

Speaking of tlie economic panellation* I of Ireland by Llngland, Mr. Collins said:II \ "Tlmt Is n thing we must stop If
I Oaolh- i ls lllz itlnii Is to survive.and

V I that Is what the treaty atopa."A l Mr. Collins said ho stood by the deI ( ,8|on of the Dall not to coerce nortb1

r 7 >
Conference Doings

SKCR1TTA11Y Hl'OlIKS, .\1. Karraut,head of tho French
delegation ; M. Jusserand and

Admiral do lion hold a long conferencewith a view to bringing
ibout an adjustment that will permitthe completion of the naval1,
ratio program. >

Instructions were received from
Paris and Ixmdon regarding the
French proposals, hut their precis.
nature will not be revealed until
the naval committee of fifteen
meets this morning.
Japan and China wero believed

to be at. a parting of the ways on
the terms over which the Shantung
rarvroad in to bo tinned over unlessa sudden change of attitude is
developed at the conversations.
As the capital ship problem came

nearer to a decision the naval expertsturned their attention to the
submarine, and it was expected
that definite action on that branch
of naval armament would be taken
soon.

V J
eastern Ireland, and that 'n framing
the treaty he had desired above all to
lrtsura the good will of Ulster ard bring
it into the Irish Parliament.

"This may be the last time I will have
the chance to address the Pall." remarkedCollins at one point in his rc-

marks.
As for his own part in the negotiations,he said he had known that as a

representative of the fighting forces in
Ireland his country would no offered
better terms if he went to London than
If he were not there.

Refers to America.

Mr. Collins, referring to cablegrams'
he had received from America, said:
"What I am going to say will make

me unpooular in America for the rent
of my life. T am going to hide nothing
I think for the sake of American popu-
larlty.

i receiveu a cablegram irojn »an
Francisco saying:

" 'Stand fast. We will send you a
million dollars a month.'
"My reply to this was to send half a

million and send a thousand men fully
equipped.

"I received another cablegram from
a branch of the American Association
for Recognition of the Irish Republic, jreading:

" 'Don't weaken now ; stand with De
Vatera.'

"Well, let that branch come over and
stand with both of us." (Laughter.)

Jlr. Collins reviewed events that took
place in the last Dai! Cabinet meeting
before the Irish plenipotentiaries re-
tinned to London. lie said thev left
that meeting with decisions, or lmprea-
Moris, which they uld their best to carry
out. The issue was limited to the ful-
lowing Tuesday and he declared it must
be obvious that there was no further
time for referring thes lat developmentsback to the homo Government.
He read the correspondence that precededthe negotiations, showing that Mr.
Lloyd George hud expressly barred recognitionof the Irish rpubllc. Yet, he
said, the delegates were chosen and
sent. J£ they had stood on recognition
of the republic they could have said so

and there would have been no conference,he declared.
"I do not. recommend the treaty fori

more than it is nor for less than it is."
be continued. "In my opinion, It gives
us freedom, not the ultimate freedom
that all nations desire and develop to,
but freedom to achieve it."

( ire< Political freedom.

lie continued: "Wo did not 3:0 over to
dictate terms to the vanquished. for n-e
knew wo had not vanquished them and
driven them out of the country. Irish
history Is not a history of military
struggle over 750 years, symbolized In
the name of the republic, ft is a history
of 750 years of peaceful penetration by
ring-land that cannot be stopped except,
by political freedom. The treaty elves
Ireland security and pollttca- freedom."
England could not interfere with

Canada. Mr. Collins continued, and IrelandMould have the benefit of associationwith Canada and the other dominionsto prevent. Interference. Canada
could appoint a representative at Washingtonand in the League of Nations, and
England could not make tar without
' onsulting Canada. Ireland would be hi
the same position. Those who cited
Lloyd George or Churchill to any contraryeffect, only showed "the slave
mind."

In impassioned words he dwelt upon
the need of upbuilding the nation and
stopping British penetration.

"Are we to keep ourselves In slavery
and subjection for the sake of kecp'ng
up an Impossible fight?" he exclai-ne.1
"Rejection of the treaty means a decln.rationof war. I. as ar. Individual, do
not now. more than ever, shirk war
(Loud cheers) But I will not be one of
hose who would commit the Irish people
to war without the Irish people commit-
lug themselves to war. (Cheers). If my
people send me to represent them in war
I will do my best to represent them. But
we must face facts."
Home of the Deputies had talk d of

fixed principles, but those same persons,
lie suld, had changed their principles,
and. having fought against the Irish
people, now were fighting on the side of
the Irish people. They might Ch.nge
again. The only fixed principle -/as

government fay consent of the governed;
yet Deputies who admitted thai the
country approved of the treaty would
vote against It. He himself belouged
to old plain Irish stool:.
These references were taken to refer

to Krskine Ohllders. of Kngiish extraction,and others, and his words were
loudly cheered. There was great iaughtorwhen he referred to his oj>pon"nts
us "the coalition."

Emphatically he declared that li'> was
not continuing the fight without consultingthe Irish people for the »ake
of propaganda In America.

Krskine Childers, who was heard In
almost complete silence, delivered a tech-
nlcal detailed speech on dominion status,
which ho denied was granted, and he
declared that the treaty was humllat-
Ing.

llho contended that Ireland's Whole
status nwd depend on tho mt of the!
Hritlsh Parliament, like tiie ( s.nadlan
aet of 1887, and apparently no steps had
been taken to make certain what that
aet wns to contain.
A Deputy interrupted, pointing out

that it was expressly i-tutod that the,
framing of the constitution would be In
he hands of tho frleh Government. Mr
("htlders said that that was subject to
the tormn of the agreement. The Kegislatun,would consist not of the Dull
Kir. ami, but of tile King, the Senato an )
iho Commons of Ireland, and every act
would be watched from over the water
'in thp principle tn:ir ireianii, unucr una,
'.rcnty was virtually a protectorate,
Everything done In Ireland must. bo done
In tliM name of the King, and the flovernor-Oeneralwould be In touch with
Downing Street. The Irish army would
not be an Independent Hrmy, JlrltWh
troop- oould legally return, and ever;
commission In the Irish army would be
signed by the King or his deputy.
This treaty In the opinion of the

speaker wan a stop backward, and It
whs hard to place a boundary on the
backward march, once Independence was
parted with. Mr. de Valera'a specific
proposal would have to be brought befor»the Dall Elreann.
Deputy Hlgglns supported the plenipotentiaries.Ho said that Chlider* had

wasted tlmi that he Jiad suggested no,
method of sinking th|i Hfltlsh fleet or
destroying the JUntlsh grmy,

\
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FRENCH PROPOSALS
NEAR ADJUSTMENT

Kny lMi Editor Finds Inter,
change of Views Tends to

Soften Asperities.

OTHER SNAGS FEARER

Japanese Obduracy on ShantungRailway More in
Evidence.

BRITISH OFFER HELPFUL

European Readiness to Solve
Economic Tangle Stimulates

American Impulses.

Uy WICKHAM STEF.D,
Editor of London Tinten.

(Copyright, 1921, by United News.)
Washington, Dec. 19..Interest todayis equuliy divided between tha

situation in Washington and the progressof Anglo-French negotiations in
London. Up to Sunday evening the
French delegation here had received
no fresh instructions, but they were
hourly awaited. An extremely outspokennote from Secretary of State
Hughes, which the American Ambassadorin PariR probabl id handed to
M. Briami on Saturda; afternoon, or
a similar communication that AmbassadorHarvey may have been instructedto make to him in London on

Sunday night, certainly left the
French Government under no illusions
as to the effect of the French naval
proposals upon the American Administration.

Asperities Softened.

The question has now been transferred
from the Naval Disarmament Committeeof fifteen members to the Grand
Naval Committee, which all the principaldelegates attend. The Grand Committeewas to have met this morning
when it was expected that Admiral Do
lion would place before it a somewhat
less startling interpretation of the
French claims than was put forward on

Friday. But, instead, the committee adjourneduntil to-morrow.
A friendly interchange of views took

place during the weekend between some

of the chief delegates, it should have
helped to soften asperities and to preparethe way for harmonious discussion.
Moreover, the leading French delegates
may by this time have perceived
how sorely they have been misled
throughout the conference in regard to
(he degree in which America would he
disposed unquestloningly to comply with
French claims or suggestions. Provided
that instructions front M. Griatid facilitatea readjustment of the French proposals,the conference may therefore
safely surmount the most dangerous
episode that has hitherto marked Its
proceedings.

Fending developments here, the news
from London is being eagerly scanned.
A despatch to one prominent American
Journal suggests that, in addition to a
moratorium for G>-mian reparation payments,the British Prime Minister will
submit to M. Ttrland the following generalpropositions:

1.Frig land to fore-go her claim on
the German indemnity, except in regardto services which Germany
alone can render.
-.< Ireat Britain to cancel the

French war debt, provided ahe receivean equivalent nmount in Germanindemnity bonds, which she
would also cancel.
3.The Anglo-French Entente to

be recast In the form of an alliance
tinder which France would reduce
armaments and undertake not to
build against England at sea. and
England would guarntee France
against attach.

American Impulse MlninUted.
The dlepatc.li adds that the British

Frline Minister had hoptd to get Americancooperation, but abandoned tho Idea
because he had been advised that the
t'nlted States was not ready to consider
matters involving the war debts; and
until an Initiative conies from the
Cnit.ed States It was held Incompatible
with British dignity and self-respect to
Invite the American creditor to a conferenceon this subject.

If those statements bear any relation
to the views of the British Government,
such views would he certain to commend
themselves to American public opinion.
Nothing could do inorc to facilltlate
eventual American cooperation with
Europe than the feeling that European
Governments were trying to remove discordsand to set their own houses In
order. Just as uny suspicion that Europe
may be waiting for the L'ntted States to
lift the ramshackle European wagon out
of the rut tends to discourage any
American Initiative, lest too great an
uflori be required or trie united .stater,
so any sign that Kuropean nations uro

putting their shoulders to their own
wheels, and that the wagon way not be
so ranishnekle after nil, stimulates the
American Impulse to lend n hand.

Hut for the moment the American
bimlnesa la wllti the Washington conference,and the Washington conference
has been held up by the French naval
demands. However rapidly the differoncer,arising out of these demand* may
he composed, It will probably be found
that the s'aeltenlng of the pace of the
conference has encouraged resistance In
other quarter*. Signs of Japanese obduracyon the Shantung railway questionare becoming unpleasantly frequent.
They will doiJbtless disappear If the
French naval difficulty is rapidly ovetcome.Hut no Power represanted at the
conference should Imagine for u moment
that it enn depart from the spirit In
which the conference was convened and
has hitherto been conducted without
Imperilling Interests that arc worldwide.

TREE VENDERS WARNED

MitgUlmtf l.filnr l.ealent to NMc<
milk Otialrni'tor,

Clirii»lui«M tree vender* were named
not to peddle their wane In February
by M agletrate ,\tu* L«vlne In Wr«t Side
court yesterday. Dlemltiaing i> harm
of obstructing the sidewalk made against
Frank Pane, who had n dlrplny of evergreen*In front of hie ntore Ht 4i!K Ameterdaniovenue, the Magistrate ealdl

"If you arc brought heforo me on simitarcjiargee two montha from now I'll
send you to the vorktanune for life,"..
Pane enl<1 he'd try not to offend tn»it

|w,-v» i ...
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American Delegates Keep
Public Opinion by Re
Articles in Importan

My IcmVI.N C. IIILIi.

Special Dispatch to The Xkw Tmk Herald.
\>w York Herald Bureau, I

Washington, I). I'., l>ec. 13, I
H is a safe assumption that no world

sensitive to public opinion. The dc-le'sates of the Powers here consider ivmselvesin a very real scr.se the servants
of their peoples. You will be Interested
as to how they Keep in tcuch with puolle
estimate of their proposels and decisions,

i The only practical and available method
is through newspaper comment, news
reports and editorial expression. l)«nly.
therefore, a distillation is made of the
news and editorials concerning the con'jferenceprinted in Important newspapers
throughout the country.

This duty is skillfully performed i"-y a
special eonimittee of the American nd!visory committee after a system devised
by Col. William Itoyce Thompson. Every
morning digests are made of the YVVsh!ington newspapers and of New York
city and other newspapers simultaneouslycirculated here. These gleanings
are supplemented by dally telegrni.t.ed
bulletins containing the gist of confer!encc news and comment In distant publiications. A tabulation of the whole in
half a dozen typewritten pages is laid
every morning upon the desk of every

11 American delegate. They a re accessible,
of course, to foreign delegates.

The day following any proposal, ruch
as Mr. Hughes's opening naval program,
or any great decision, such as the agree|ment on the four Power treaty, the con
ference is accurately aware of Just what
the people in every part of the country
think of its work. In th.'a way the peace
makers have been able to go along with
public opinion with a certainty and confidenceabsolutely unique in history It
will have been noted, too, that, the conference.before launching any important
proposition or coming to any irupo tant
decision, has tested the drift of public
opinion with "trial balloons." usually releasedby Mr. Hughes or Mr. Balfoy

"While this method has been fra.'.klv
utilized by the American delegate?., tlio
foreigners have not held themueives
aloof from the opinion of their own
peoples. The British have kept a wary
eye on the comment in the influential
(journals of the British Isles and o. ths
far flung empire. They receive a tally
cabled digest and are doubtless guided
by it. The Japanese work through the
large number of* their own corresaon-
dents hero and are unquestionably
swayed by what thetr people think. The
ease of the Mutsu illustrates their attitude.Tlie Japanese people absolutely
refused to give up their great battleship.

FIGHT ON SUBMARINE
NEXT IN CONFERENCE
Britain Asks Privilege of PresentingHer Case at a

Public Session.

f " >
| Japan Has No Plan

C..1 ; I
on juomHnnc issue

Sl/r, ,al Dispatch to Thk'Nbw Yobk ILkbald.
V>»' York lirrnltl Hiirran, J

Waihinflon, I>. I'.. |)ri'. in.
JAPAN is refraining from taking

a stand on the submarine issueof the naval program un!til all facts are submitted to the
naval committee. Japan will have
no special proposals to make in regardto submarines.
Admiral Baron Koto, Japanese

Minister of the Navy, who Is in
direct charge of the naval negotiationsfor Japan, made this declara:tion to-night when, due to ap
parent settlement of the issue with
Prance over the naval ratio, interjest shifted in a degree to the submarinequestion, which is to be one
of the next items that will receive
attention.

v : /
WASHTJtOTOW, Dec. 1!) (Associated

Press)..The problem of submarines,
which is to bo taken up as soon as the
five Power ratio for capital ships is
settled, presents ine.reaslng compliea-
tions.
Great Britain wants to abolish the

submarine and has asked for the privilegeof presenting her case against It
^ at a public session of tho conference.

There is no expectation even by the
British themselves, however, that they
will (arry tho point, but they do hope
to cut in half the submarine tonnage
tentatively suggested for the T*nlted
States, Great Rritaln and Japan in tho
American reduction plan.

I'nder this plan t treat Britain would
have 90,not) tons In submarines, the
t'nlted States 90.000 and Japan .*4,000.
Figuring out the ratio on the same basis,
a 17S.000 ton capital ship fleet for France
would allow her a submarine tonnage
of 90,000 tons. That would be very far
below the figure the French desire, especiallyIf they tire to accept the American
figures on capital ships.

The british desire to restrict closely
submarine construction Is said to rest
not only on consideration* of humanity
but on principles of national defense.
Puhmsrlnc* lisve reached .a perfection
which mokes tlmrn really effective only
In narrow waters such as those through
which Great Britain has to convey her
food supply. When used against met1rluinttnrn the underwater craft also
constitutes a menace to the maritime
nations, of which Great. Britain in the
most influential.

In the view of tli Aineriein anil
French navel exports, howevar, nnil perhapsthose nl*o if Ttnly and Japan, t.lu
w tlvltle* of the ettbinarlno against merchantshipping can !>< curtailed by an

merit »n new rule« of warfare,
lea vine only purely military considerationsInvolved.

Xot, bring ho directly dependant n
Great Hrllnin on the navigation of nurrowriuri. the other Power* look at th»
<|ue*1lon from the standpoint of the
fi> nionstrstert strategic value of the sub
murine In the light of the experience* ol
the world wnr. They agree thnt not onl>
I* the submersible nn efficient weapor
of count defense, but It alao lia* *howi
that It can challenge «oa auprrmacy Ir
Important areas.
A* the capital *hlp problem verge.'

toward a d a lelon the naval experts ol
nil lite Power* are giving more *nd mort
of their attention to the submarine f|ur*

It on at ont I(keif t.» ptxnonl u IrtuUt
tome knot for the conference to untta
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t Kuto .ind Tokuifaw a would not have s

(lured to return liad they consented to
: »cv,T> tl:n Mctas. The French seem les (

affected by their newspaper comment. c

Washington > immensely imtn-Bicu

in the news that Mrs. H. H. Asquith. s

wife of the former Prime Minister and
"Margot" of tlie diverting diary which r
has prattled its way around the world,
is coining hero to bo with her daughter, '

Princess Blbesco. whose husband is the
Minister of Rumania. It is hard toll
think of any British personigo whose t
coining would be more interesting. There ;

is something about the lady of the diaiy j y
which captures attention.her pep prob- ,
ably. The story is told at the British r
Embassy that when the very downright
Mrs. Asquith was asked how long she *

imezxlcd to stay in tho United States,
she replied : "My God. how do I know?"
There were chuekles of amusement t
among tho English when they heard a e

little while ago that "Margot" had been f
cast for the part of "The Silent Lady"
in a society performance of Bulwer Lytton's"Not So Bad." T
There is a Norse woman here who '

commands the eye, Mme. Sir! Hard, re- 1

porting the news of the conference for r

newspapers of Stockholm. Blonde, blue j

eye and of heroic build. Mme. Hard j
makes you think of Sagas and bikings, j
of Freya and the rumbling of chariots J
over the Valhalla Bridge. She is studyingorganizations of American women
in order that she may take home ideas
helpful to the women of Sweden.

. 1
"American women do not realize how |

fortunate they are compared with women (
elsewhere in the world." she says. "Yet
we in Sweden have our good points.
Primarily, we are wives and mothers,
not much interested in politics, though
Interest has quickened since we achieved
suffrage r> year ago. Wo have one law
that should interest women of this country.Under our marriage and divorce
law both parties to the contract are

equal in all rights, and the contract may
be dissolved like any other business
agreement, thereby obviating scandal
and notoriety. Divorces are neither
popular nor fashionable with tts, thank
God. One of the most vexatious problemsSwedish women have lo contend
with Is housing facilities. Houses are

so scarce that people cannot even get
married."

The French are praising enthusiasticallythe wonderfully vivid and effective *

modeling of tho Verdun medal which .1
President Harding is to present to the
heroic city through which the Hermans
could not break. Two undraped figures,
half looked In desparate endeavor, massiveassailant plainly held by slim and
graceful defender.the work of John
Flanagan. New York sculptor.

FAVORS AGREEMENT
! OK HUGHES RATIO

*

Continued from First Page.

to sec the correspondents and the understandingIn Washington to-night Is a

that Secretary Hughes expressed a de- r

sire tliat not a word should be said
concerning the conversations.
From the attitude assumed at the

French delegation this evening it seems

probable that to-morrow's session will
bring forth counter proposals which may
in turn have to be referred to Paris.
The possibility of getting France and a

the other Powers to agree is based on t
the manner in which the French have £
put their proposals of ten new ships of 1

30,000 tons eacl Instead of building all j
J these vessels during the ten year hollj;
day, France proposes to spread them (
over twenty years, thus malting her im- y
mediate naval program comparatively ,
small. According to reports which have j
so far not been officially denied. France
at the end of the ten year naval holiday ®

would have 200,000, tons In capital ships. ^
Instead of 175,000 proposed by Secretary t
nugnes. I v

The difference between these two fig- r
tire i is not great, hut the essentia) point <j
is to regulate French construction so

that she should not have an undue adjvantage at the end of ten years. Tills
will not be difficult if other Powers ac- r

cept lier generul rating at 3.5, or at a ('

reduced figure acceptable to France, hut '

there seems to he no prospect whatever t
tliat France will accept an absolute ra'tlo i
of 1.75 for her twenty years covered r
by the original Hughes plan.

Originally, the American proposal was r
that all the Powers should have a naval
holiday during the next ten yea's, nnd '

tliat between 1931 and 1941 they should
replace their old battleships by new oner t
of not above 35,000 tons, always keeping e

tiie proportion nnd limit of 500,000 for (
America and Britain. 300,000 tons for ,
Japan, and, it now appears, 175,000 for t
France and about the same for Italy.
This idea lias been modified greatly 55

by England's proposal to replace old 1

vessels even in the first ten years, and c

by Japan's determination to keep the c

Mutsu, with n«W construction by Rng- «

I land and In other countries as compon- g
satlon for her.

Despite the modification of the Amcrl- /

can plan in one direction. It appears
that it Is unalterable in another, and that
Pccrctfiry Hughes does not w ish to move *

from the ratio of 1.75 which lie eonsld- I
cred right for France, in this he Is sup- i

ported by Britain, which wants her
neighbor to have as smalt a fleet ns I
possible; by Japan, which Sympathises i
* Itli JinRiaivi, .'Hid nv naiy, wmcn w.imn )
:i fit ci as la rc as France's, but which
finds it more pleasant and lean expenalv< to support the smaller figure of
1.715.
France hopes that an agreement r. Ill

bo possible on a basis which leaves her
approxlmatly this figure at the end rf
ten years but she does not want to bind
herself to naval impotency for a still
longer period.
The rwst few days may show," whether

the American plan Is a« flexible In one
direction as In another: but In the opln1Inn of one critic the Fi e neh are at fault

I in not realising that this is a "one price
confen nco."
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While the nineteenth day of these

leliberutions yielded no definite conlusions,the American delegates said
hat "the negotiations arc progressing
avorably." They intimated that as

oon as the assent of France to the
taval program had been rOache.il con

litsionsregarding Asiatic and Pacific;
natters would "move speedily and in
satisfactory manner."
There were no indications at the

neeting of the naval sub-committee.
if fifteen, which is trying to complete
he naval ratios for France and Italy
o fit into the schema already agreed
o by the United States, Great Britain
nd Japan that the French delegates
vould either withdraw or modify their
equest for authority to construct a

lavy which is regarded to bo out of all
iroportlon with its capital snip necesilties.
Delegates frtim this and otber coun-

ries participating In tlio conference
xpected a clear and definite statement
rom M. Sarraut and Admiral de Don
egarding the French claim .and were

prepared to meet it with counter prolosalsmore in accord with the Hughes
atio formula. The French statement
ivas not forthcoming. Instead of sub-
nit ting one, M. Sarraut merely com-1
nunicated the information that he had
nformed bis Government as to existngconditions and requested instrucions.

Snrrnnt's Rrqnmt Granted.

Ho said that up to the moment he
lad not received any reply. He thero'orosuggested an adjournment of the
committee until to-morrow. His requestwas granted and the capital
ship program set aside for twenty'ourhours.
The American delegates persisted in

he policy of refraining from discussngthe French proposal that the naval
structure already agreed upon by the
L'nited States, Great Britain and
rapan he revised to make allowance
or the maximum privileges sought
iy France. There is no question that
hey viewed the French request in
his respect with complete disfavor;
lor did they deny that they had tele-
yraphed a remonstrance to At. Briand
it London through Ambassador Har-
,'cy. The French delegates and oftl-
dais of their mission expressed great
surprise at the report that Secretary
dughes had resorted to direct negoiationswith their Premier instead of
:onferring with M. Sarraut and AmlassadorJusserand.
The American delegates, while decliningto confirm the London disjatchstating that Ambassador Jlar

eyhad urged M. Briand to withdraw
>r radically modify the program subnittedby M. Sarraut and Admiral do
don, asserted that such a step would
lot involve any breach of diplomatic
etiquette or propriety. The London
iress telegrams relating to the conereneebetween Ambassador Harvey
ind M. Briand were therefore acceptedas' correct. The information
vas obtained from State Department
ifflcials that Mr. Hughes hud decided
o appeal directly to M. Briand only
Liter no nan oeen aavisea oy ai. wirautand Ambassador Jussernnd that
hay were without power to accept
he American suggestion for modifyngthe French naval request until
hey received instructions from M.
iriand.

SHI] Are O |»» I ill InHc.

American delegates, while privately
idmitting irritation over the unex»ectedmove made by the French delerates,still continued to hold an optinisticvienv of the situation. They ex>ressedthe belief that the demand of
''ranee for authority to build a navy
(Otcntlally as large as that of the
'nited States, Great Britain and Japan
rould either be withdrawn or the "fig-1
ires cut down to a reasonable level."
t seemed to be the impression of not
inly the American delegates but tliose
rom Great Britain, Japan, and, in fact,
hose from oil of the countries at the]
inference except France, that the;
novo made by the latter was really
tosigned to influence favorable action
in submarine ambitions.
The Italian delegates, while privately
xpresaing the hope that the French
apltal ship claims will be reduced, inimatedthey would support the posi-
ion of their neighbor on tiie submit-
inc Issue which the delegates from
Ireat Britain will oppose.
A canvass of the submarine phase

f the naval controversy by naval extentsIndicates the acceptance of the
t merles n plan providing submarine
onnage and power, which Is fnr In
xcess of that favored by the British
government. American and Italian
laval experts who accept as correct
he theory that Franco Is much more
Lmhitious to obtain the maximum of
uxlliary and suhmnrino tonnage than
apital ships were therefore mystified
tvor the demand for tiie latter, in view
f the fact that British opposition to
lubm&rines will probably prove futile.
In other words, the American and

oreign delegates asserted that the
li'sowoK n'nn Irl 1inv« WYin DOint

vlthout recourse to en starllini? a

imposition as that projected Into the
laval situation on Friday last.
British ofilcials, who have made

their poaltlon perfectly clear on the
submarine issue, refused to discuss it
further to-day. They displayed a

tendency to follow the American lead
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anil withhold comment 011 the French
proposal until the atmosphere clears
a bit. French spokesmen were less
considerate of British feelings, and
frankly indulged In some rather bitter
criticisms of the methods which they
alleged the British delegates had employedto "humiliate France."
French versions regarding British

ventures in this respect ranged from
the positive declaration that the Brit-
ish delegates had excluded the rcpre;sentatives of Franco from f!;.> rr.n'I'erence between the United States,
Great Britain and Japan over capital
ship ratios to the Insinuation that
their neighbors across the Rnglish
Channel had set about destroying the
friendship between the United States
and Prance.
The British delegates made no repliesto these charges. The only

statement that came from them was
a denial that they had committed any
breach of etiquette in communicating
to the public the gcnerul scope of the
French naval request concerning
which the French delegates would not
give any information. The British
concurred in tho view of the Americandelegates that the French claims
would either be withdrawn or greatly
modified, to conform with the "reasonableprogram" acceptable by the
Italian delegation.
On one point all of the delegates at

the conference wero in accord. This
was llie opinion that hope of reachingfinal agreements before the Christmasholidays had been abandoned.
The American delegates declined to
speculate as to the probable duration
of the conference. They conceded the
probability of a recess on Thursday
over the Christmas holidays, even if
acceptance by the French of the naval
program based 011 the Ilughes formulais received to-morrow or
"Wednesday.

Auxiliary Itntlos.

The spokesman ot the American
delegates said this afternoon that the
ri'.i'nl + nf liflno,, I,di1

not yet taken up the question of auxiliaryand submarine ratios, and intimatedtiiat no steps would be taken
regarding them until after the holidays.The delegates who had planned
to return to their homes within the
next ten days hive therefore cancelledtheir steamship reservations.
Mr. Balfour, who was scheduled to
leave on December 31, said to-day
that lie hoped to be able to depart on

that day. but would remain as long
as he could be of any help in the conference.
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INSPIRATION
Voltaire, the great philosopher,andBuffon,the eminent
naturalist, drank a great deal
of coffee,
To which habit is ascribed
the wonderful clearness in
everything the former wrote,

As well as the harmony and
warmth which pervade the
style of the latter.

Clearness, harmony and
i i .11 r i

warmtn.tney still are round
in the mellow coffee served
at CH1LDS,

And iu Meaning fragranca
till iaagiiaa the mind to noble
thought.

c'
"Pretty Nifty Coats''
This from Pete the old circus
horse now delivering KnickerbockerIce. "The very best for
warmth." said Ted. who teams
with Pete. "We're kept warm in
our snow white stalls, too, and
our shoes.Oh boy.they're 'orthopedics'or something that
helps to keep your feet steady
over the icy pavements. Our
customers must be served, so we
can't take a holiday Christmas,
but we'll be getting an extra
course of oats. Not bad.this
ice business.when you work
for people that treat you like a
human being."

Knickerbocker
ICE
Company
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